Years, years, years…

Life got back to its routine. From centuries now, all over the world, good days are followed by bad ones - full of bitterness and human suffering. Is it inevitable? Dr Stamen Grigorov was neither a philosopher nor a politician. He suffered all the pain of his town fellows, he was happy with their joy. As a doctor during all these years he faced their good days as well as the bad ones.

Twenty years came dawdling along in Trun hospital. Step by step Dr Stamen Grigorov turned it into a Centre for consumptives (tuberculosis) treatment. The motifs for him to leave his native region were not known. But for this region he turned down the attractive invitations for work in Geneva and in Brazil. Probably the thought that somewhere else he would find better conditions for scientific research could be the reason why he accepted to be the manager of the Consumptives Department in the hospital of Veliko Tarnovo.

At that time, during the 1930s of the last century, some certain groups from the doctors circles started doubted his discovery of the lactic acid bacillus and the results from the penicillium vaccine. This sounds shameful but there were doctors who wrote to the Medical faculty in Geneva and asked if it was true that Bulgarian Stamen Grigorov as a student in this faculty in 1905 had discovered the Bulgarian kisselo mliako agent. We do not know what was of prof. Massol’s offsprings attitude to this questioning. But with the typical Swiss punctuality they answered – yes! The discovery belonged to Bulgarian Dr Stamen Grigorov. And documentation was saved about the celebration dedicated to the discoverer, about the money award, too.

The year was 1935. Dr Stamen Grigorov received an invitation to go to Milan in a Sanatorium for Consumptives where all the conditions to apply his methods to cure tuberculosis would be at his disposal. Although he was in his 60s – age in which it is difficult for the human beings to part with his country, Dr Stamen Grigorov accepted the invitation. Probably also tempted by his ceaseless hope to find better conditions for his research work. 

About his stay in Italy we can conclude from a publication in the newspaper ‘Utro’ (Morning) from 30 April 1938. There it was pointed out that the application of Dr Stamen Grigorov’s methods for treatment was surprisingly good. They were called ‘cura bulgara’ (Bulgarian treatment). And the patients treated by Dr Stamen Grigorov’ were called ‘bulgari’.

There are two versions about his sudden leaving of Italy. One is the raging around Europe World War. In such moments humans receive much more power form the native country although knowing that it is involved in it.

The second version – not less possible – is that Dr Stamen Grigorov understood that his Italian colleagues tried to steal the secret of his treatment. Behind his back. An evidence for this is that his leaving of Italy was demonstrative, nearly scandalous. 

The idea to settle in Sofia immediately after returning to Bulgaria was no good. The capital was under bombing and he preferred to evacuate his family to Novoseltsi (now the town of Elin Pelin). 

Here on 27 October 1945 he died suddenly.

